Molar-incisor malformation: A case report and clinical considerations.
Molar-incisor malformation (MIM) is a dental anomaly that has recently been presented in the literature. It features morphological root abnormalities affecting the permanent first molars, resulting in narrow, shortened or almost completely absent roots in patients who interestingly still present with clinically normal crowns. In some cases, this condition also involves the roots of the deciduous second molars in a similar manner and the maxillary central incisors may exhibit notching around the cervical region of the clinical crown. Root dysplasia of the permanent first molars compromises the long-term survival of these teeth and, in itself, presents a challenge when attempting to undertake any orthodontic treatment. This case report describes an incidental finding of a patient presenting with similar features to that of MIM, discusses the features and clinical implications of this newly discovered condition, and highlights the importance of undertaking a comprehensive radiological investigation before treatment.